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in-* a profitable fpeculation.   Hence rent in Calcutta
ftiil continues high* and will probably remain fo.

Oxr comfortable circumftatice in the ftrufture o
the boufes of Europeans? is their exemption from the
accident of fire- Only a fmall portion of \vood en-
ters into the materials; for the partition walls, as
well as the flat roofs are chiefly conftmcted of brick
and mortar. This laft article, under the denomina-
tion of Clwnani) the natives have brought to great
perfection*

AMIDST that fecurity from fire, enjoyed by Euro-
pean families* the native inhabitants are fubjeft to
dreadful alarms and danger from that element. The
great hulk of their huts are conltn*ded of a kind of
baiket work, made of fplit bamboos or'reeds* This
ilender and combuftible fabric, the Hindoo neatly
Covers ill "with a light thafched roof j and in this
humble tenement, he, his wife, and numerous child-
ren refide, with a degree of clcanlmefs and comfort,
which would gratify your humanity, as completely
as it mocks the toils of the ambitious*

THESE manfions of contentment are regularly
ftifeatened, or deftroyed by fire every dry feafon.
On travelling through tihe to^vhi you may fometimek
fee whole ftreets fmoking fo afhes, and t&oufands of
inhabitants bufy in carrying off their little moveable
property. You are not; however* to fuppofe that
this fcene protes equally calamitous as fimitar ones
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